MANSFIELD DISTRICT COUNCIL


Report of Licensing Manager 
To

Licensing Committee
On





14th July 2022
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976

Town Police Clauses Act 1847

MDC Taxi Rank and Stand Provision
1. SUMMARY:

This is an update report to consider the future provision of taxi stands for Hackney Carriages within Mansfield Town Centre.
2. RECOMMENDATION(S)

1. That the proposal to return the existing taxi rank on Queen Street to its original size be approved. 
2. That the old bus station at Rosemary Street Hackney stand be rescinded.

3. BACKGROUND INFORMATION
3.1
Mansfield town centre has undergone a radical transformation with improvements being made to the Market Place and the Old Town Hall with its car park being redeveloped and with further improvements being proposed.
3.2
With these improvements it is expected that the offering Mansfield has to give as a visitor destination will improve and therefore attract more visitors to the town centre and surrounding areas within the district.
3.3
However, it is clear that despite these improvements to the town centre the provision of taxi ranks and stands have not only failed to progress in equal measure but also have significantly fallen behind. It is a difficult proposition for people to find a convenient taxi rank at all times of day. 
3.4 
Outlined below is a summary of the current postion in terms of town centre taxi rank and stand provision:
· Disused bus station rank, the area has been redeveloped and there is no longer demand for provision. The hackney stand should be rescinded . 
· Queen Street stand – is currently well used but too small. This rank did have an aqequate size previously but this was reduced to provide disabled parking.

· Bus station rank, Quaker Way – well used rank forming part of the bus and rail transport hub. This was created under a Traffic Regulation Order.

· Clumber Street  rank –well used in the night time. This was created under a Traffic Regulation Order.
3.4
In order to address current issues, the following solutions are proposed:

Proposals
· To return the existing taxi rank on Queen Street to accomadate eight vehilces its original size. It was reduced to enable disabled parking but in the intervening time numerous other disabled parking bays have been created further along Queen Street. 
· The old bus station Hackney stand at Rosemary Street be rescinded.
3.5
If approved by the Licensing Committee the process is as follows.
· The local authority obtains permission from the land owner. Permission has been sought and Notts County Council Highways will support the proposals.
· Notify Chief Officer of Police.
· Publish Proposals in the local newspaper stating where objections can be made within 28 days.
· Consider any objections.
Assistance from the Council’s Legal Team will be sought to ensue compliance with the process.
4.
 LEGISLATION 

4.1
The committee have the power to create taxi ranks in accordance with the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, Section 63 or by way of byelaws which are made under the Town Police Clauses Act 1847, Section 68. 

5. 
RELEVANT CASE LAW

Not applicable.
6.
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

6.1
The Committee should have due regard to the following paragraphs from the Licensing Authority’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Policy:
· The Licensing Authority will carry out its Hackney Carriage and Private Hire licensing functions with a view to promoting the following:
a) The protection of the public, safeguarding children and the vulnerable and the prevention of crime and disorder by the location of the ranks and drop off points.
b) Vehicle safety, comfort and access by the location and use of the ranks to provide greater accessibility to all.
(eg Use of CCTV both within and outside the premises; metal detection and search facilities; procedures for risk assessing promotions and events such as “happy hours” and plans for minimising such risk; measures to prevent the use or supply of illegal drugs; employment of licensed door supervisors and other appropriately trained staff; participation in an appropriate Pub Watch Scheme or other such body scheme aimed at achieving a safe, secure and social drinking environment designed to ensure effective liaison with the local community .)

 (eg the preparation and application of appropriate risk assessments, including occupancy levels for the premises?; reasonable facilities, access and egress for people with disabilities; having a procedure to ensure that occupancy levels are not exceeded; having glassware policies etc.) see also section …. of this policy relating to Drugs 

( eg exclusion from the premises in certain circumstances; adult to child ratios etc – see also section ……… of this policy)

7. 
OPTIONS

7.1
There are several options open to the Committee:

a) Keep the existing provision as it is. This is not recommended as the current provision is not adequate.

b) Look at alternative sites within the town centre. This is not recommended because XXX alternative sites have been have been looked out and this is the most suitable site.

c) Approve the proposal as detailed within the recommendations. VIA have been consulted and agree with the proposed site. This is the recommended option.
8.
ALIGNMENT TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES

8.1
The work undertaken by the Licensing Section links with the Council’s priority of creating strong, safe and resilient communities.
9. 
IMPLICATIONS

(a) Relevant Legislation – Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions
Act 1976 Town Police Clauses Act 1847
(b)  Human Rights Act 1998 - none
(c)  Equality & Diversity – possible improved access to town centre facilities
(d)  Climate change and Environmental Sustainability – none

(e) Crime and Disorder Act 1998 – a reduced likelihood of both especially in the night time economy with easier access to taxi ranks
(f)   Budget/Resource – to be confirmed at a later date
10. 
CONSULTATION

10.
Proposed changes will be communicated through an advert in the newspaper in line with legislative requirements.
11. 
BACKGROUND PAPERS

11.
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy

8.
COMMENTS OF STATUTORY OFFICERS


Head of Paid Services – N/A

Monitoring Officer – No specific comments. 

Section 151 Officer – No specific comments 

Report Author: Mrs Susie Rhodes-Best
Designation: Licensing Team 
Telephone: 01623 463388
Email: srhodesbest@mansfield.gov.uk 
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